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Whirlpool top load washer smells bad

How do I deep clean my washing machine? How do I get my front load washer to stop smelling? How do I get the moldy smell out of my washing machine? Why does my front load washer smell like rotten eggs? Do all front loaders have mold problems? How do I clean my front load washer filter? Why don't my clothes smell fresh after washing? Why is
my washing machine smelling bad? What is the best washing machine cleaner? What is the best product to clean washing machine? Can you put bleach in a washing machine? My washing machine is a front loader and it has an odd smell inside. My clothing does not smell fresh when I wash my clothes. I do not know if maybe there is water stuck
somewhere or possibly the drain hose or the hoses where the water comes into the washer are moldy or are rotting. Can you give me some advice on what I can check to remove the odor from my washer?Washing Machine Odor - Best Ways to Remove!The sour smelling odor is most likely from the stagnant water that is left behind after every wash.
Bacteria and mold can form and cause this odor. The water stays standing in the drum and the drain hose. One smart thing to do to remove or reduce this odor is to wipe all the rubber seals and the inside of the washer out with a wash rag and a simple spray cleaner. After you have removed any excess water, mold, or gunk that may have been inside
the washer, pour in 2 cups of white vinegar right into the drum. Close the washer door and let it sit or soak for 3 hours. Once the 3 hours is up, run a normal wash or rinse cycle to wash away the vinegar. You can also use baking soda or a commercial washing machine cleaner product. By letting the vinegar sit, it will kill and clean out any mold or
smells that may be inside the drum and hoses. Running the washer in rinse cycle after letting the vinegar sit, will flush the drain pump, inside drum, and the drain hose. You may need to perform this a few times to kill the odor for good.Clean Washing Machine With Vinegar - Front Load and Top Load WashersClean Washing Machine With Baking
Soda - Front Load or Top Load WashersHINT: Whether you have a front load or top load washer, you should leave the door open after you wash a load of clothes. By keeping the door open you are letting the inside of the washer air out therefore letting the stagnant water evaporate and will not be able to cause mold or bad sour smells.If you are
concerned that the drain hose may be causing the odor, there is a valve that stops the water from coming back though the drain pipe after its stopped draining. So more than likely the odor is coming from the inside of the washer drum.A few other washer cleaning methods to try are:1 - Use a bit of bleach or commercial washing machine cleaning
detergents to Kill the bugs. These bugs or bacteria make the smell that can be in the stagnant water. Never use any type of cleaner that is corrosive as it will cause damage to your washer.2 - Make sure you clean out the lint trap on your washer (front load washers only) as stagnant smells can come from there also. Find your washer manual or search
online for the instructions to clean it out. Clean it out regularly as the lint trap or drain pump clean out filter catches any gunk or grime that goes through your washer. Keeping the lint trap or filter clean will keep your washer smelling fresh. The filter is located at the bottom front right or left on most front load washers.3 - You may have hard water
build up inside of your top load washer basket and elsewhere. Hard water build up can cause smells to never go away. You can use a use a descaler cleaner to try and remove the hard water if you choose. The best way to remove the hard water smell is to remove the washer basket using a spanner nut wrench. Once removed, clean out the basket and
the insides of the washer to remove any hard water and reassemble the washer. Run a wash cycle with vinegar afterwards to clean out any hard water that may still be present. You can find YouTube videos on how to remove the washer basket for cleaning purposes.4 - You could also pour vinegar down the fabric softener dispenser. This cleans out
the dispenser where the fabric softener runs through and can clean it out if the smell is coming from that area. After pouring the vinegar into the fabric softener dispenser, run a rinse cycle.5 - Most commercial washing machine cleaners will get rid of the sour smell also. If you have hard water use a descaler first and then the commercial cleaner.
The bacteria that causes the smell can come back on the limescale in the outer drum. So constant cleaning may be necessary.Tide Washing Machine Cleaner6 - Use a few tablespoons of Oxyclean in your washer with most of your clothing loads. This can help to clean not only your clothes but cleans the washer out at the same time.7 - Stop using so
much fabric softener as this makes a sticky area for the bacteria to stick to.8 - If it is a front loading machine clean and dry the rubber door gasket in all areas after every single wash and leave the door open when not in use.These cleaning methods work with all washing machines including front load and top load washers and brands Whirlpool, LG,
GE, Samsung, Kenmore, Frigidaire, Estate, and more.Clean Your Front Load Washing MachineHow to Clean Your Washing Machine with Baking Soda and VinegarIf you have other ideas or tips to clean out the odor from a washing machine, please leave a comment below to assist others. Use of non-HE detergent can cause a film residue, which can
result in odor or smell. Always use the detergent manufacture's recommended amount of detergent. CLICK HERE for more information on the importance of using HE detergent Run the Clean Washer cycle every month to maintain washer freshness. This procedure helps keep odors from developing in your washer. The Clean Washer cycle uses
higher water volumes in combination with affresh® washer cleaner or liquid chlorine bleach to thoroughly clean the inside of the washer. Unload washer as soon as cycle is complete. CLICK HERE for more information on the using the "Clean Washer" cycle affresh® cleaners are available at many retailers. Find one here. The dispenser drawer should
be removed and cleaned regularly per directions in your Owner's Manual. CLICK HERE for more information on cleaning your dispenser drawer Always remove your clothing items as soon as possible when the wash cycle is complete. Leaving wet clothing inside the wash basket can lead to mildew, which can cause odors both in the clothing, and in
the washer. The use of non-HE detergent can cause residues to build up, which can result in odor or smell in the washer. Always use the detergent manufacture's recommended amount of detergent. CLICK HERE for more information on the importance of using HE detergent Run the Clean Washer cycle every month, or every 30 cycles, to maintain
washer freshness. This procedure will help reduce residue and odor from developing in your washer. The Clean Washer cycle uses higher water volumes in combination with affresh® washer cleaner or liquid chlorine bleach to thoroughly clean the inside of the machine. Unload washer as soon as the cycle is complete. CLICK HERE for more
information on the using the "Clean Washer" cycle affresh® cleaners are available at many retailers. Find one here. The dispenser drawer should be removed and cleaned regularly per directions in your Owner's Manual. Dispenser Drawer Pull the drawer out until you feel resistance Push the two tabs downward, and then continue pulling out. Wash
in warm, soapy water using a mild detergent. Rinse with warm water Air dry, or dry with a towel, then place back into the slot. Bulk Dispenser Pull the drawer completely out Open the dispenser lid Rinse with warm water Air dry or dry with a towel, then place back into the slot Do you remove your clothing when the wash cycle is complete? Always
remove your clothing items as soon as possible when the wash cycle is complete. Leaving wet clothing inside the wash basket can lead to mildew, which can lead to odors developing both in the clothing and in the washer. A dirty washing machine sounds like a bit of an oxymoron. A washing machine is constantly doused in warm water, soap, bleach,
and other cleaners meant to get the stains and smells out of your clothes. Laundry is supposed to have a comforting fragrance; we even have room scents meant to mimic fresh linen. But what do you do when your washer machine smells? Or Heaven forbid, the smell starts rubbing off on your clean clothes? If your washing machine is dirty and is
giving off a foul mildew odor, it’s high time you give your machine a much-needed cleaning. So, before you call your repair person to come to check on your washer for leaks or other defects, roll up your sleeves, grab some rubber gloves, and get to cleaning your stinky washing machine. This is Howard’s guide on how to clean a smelly washer. Front
Load vs Top Load The first thing to consider when planning how to clean a smelly washer is whether you have a top-load or front load washer. Although front-loader washers are superior in virtually every category from cleaning quality to efficiency, they are far more susceptible to getting smelly and mildewy over time if not properly cleaned. The
design of the front load washing machines causes the increased likelihood of washing machine smells, soap scum build-up, and the development of mold and mildew. High-efficiency front-loaders fill just the bottom half of the washtub with water. The drum then tumbles clothes through the water, eliminating the need to fill the tub up all the way.
High-efficiency (HE) detergents are needed to work with this design. When non-HE laundry detergents is used instead, there isn’t sufficient water to flush the cleaners away. The washer drum can become coated with a layer of soap scum with dirt and debris from your dirty clothes. This combined with the damp heat of your washer is breeding ground
for mold and mildew. A similar effect happens to the rubber door gasket that prevents water from leaking. These gaskets become traps for dirt, soap scum, and other bits, adding another place for foul smells to take hold. Step-By-Step: How to Clean A Smelly Washer Wondering how to clean a smelly washer? The first step is to gather your materials.
It makes the cleaning process faster. Plus, if you're missing anything, you can avoid making multiple trips to the store. What you’ll need: Sponge/Washrag Bleach Baking soda Plain White Vinegar Optional Items: Rubber Gloves Old toothbrush Essential Oil Scrubbing An often-overlooked step in how to clean a smelly washer is the pre-scrub. Start by
removing and scrubbing all of the soap, bleach, and fabric softener dispensers. Use an old toothbrush, or the corner of your sponge to dig inside the cracks and corners and clean them well. Remove the buildup inside the pipes of the dispensers if you're able to reach them. Top-load model owners need to clean around the door and hinges where dirt
can go unseen. For front-load models, wipe down and clean around the rubber seal to remove the accumulated gunk in the rubber gaskets. It’s best to get these areas scrubbed before you deep clean the drum. Drum Cleaning Bleach It Away The most important factor in cleaning your washing machine is mold control. Bleach is incredible for killing
mold and mildew. Take precautions, like rubber gloves and room ventilation, when using this product, and NEVER mix bleach with other cleaners. Add four cups of bleach to a top-loading machine or two cups to a front-loader. Run a wash cycle at the highest temperature and let the tub fill. Pause the wash cycle once the bleach has mixed with the
water. Allow it to sit for 30 minutes before finishing the cycle. Run a rinse cycle to remove all traces of bleach Baking Soda & Vinegar Wash After the bleach has sanitized the drum, this combination works as a secondary washing machine cleaner and deodorizer for your washer. It should remove any lingering dirt and grime, leaving your washer odor-
free and back in working order. Mix % cup of baking soda with Y2 cup of water and add it to your machine’s detergent container. Use four cups of plain white (not apple cider) vinegar to a top-load machine or two cups to a front-load model. Pour the vinegar into the drum. Run a high-temperature cycle. (You may pause the wash and allow the mixture
to soak for 30 minutes for a deeper clean.) If stubborn spots remain, wipe down the inside of the drum with your washrag or sponge, being sure to check all the nooks and the gasket seal. Wiping down the drum also helps remove any remaining vinegar smell. Run a rinse cycle if you want to wash everything away. Lastly, you can use an essential oil on
the seal, as an odor remover and mild disinfectant. If you were wondering how to clean a smelly washer, this is the perfect way to do so! Prevention Learning how to clean a smelly washer helps you deal with present odors, but these tips will help prevent it from getting this bad again. Always keep your washing machine door open between washes to
let excess moisture evaporate and prevent mildew growth. (This goes for your dryer as well.) Use High Efficiency (HE) detergents. If your machine is a High-Efficiency appliance, especially front load washers, HE detergents help minimize soap scum build-up. Clean out your gasket seal on occasion. The gasket is the most likely suspect for washing
machine smells. Cleaning and sanitizing it are vital to keeping your clothes and laundry room fresh. Use the Autowash feature! Washer machines offer an Autowash function to help prevent just this from happening. Run an Autowash every few months to keep it running at an optimal level. At Howard’s, we’'re dedicated to keeping your home running
with top quality home appliances. Check out our blog for buying guides and maintenance tips, and don’t forget to check out our website for the best deals on home appliances. Now that you know how to clean a smelly washer, share this with your friends and family! Looking to Finance? Extend your budget and apply today for special promotional
financing. Howard’s can work with you to find flexible financing and you can receive 18 months of no interest. Learn more about our financing options online today or contact us for more details. Shop for Washing Machines at Howard’s Howard’s has been in business for over 75 years and is Southern California’s largest and most trusted appliance
retailer. We offer free next-day delivery on purchases over $399 within qualified zip codes scheduled before 5 p.m. in the Southern California area. To make things easier for our customers, we also offer online chat, phone consultations, and online ordering. Shop one of our 13 locations or browse our selection online at Howards.com.
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